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might be possible. This touchiness, or irritation, is
specifically directed against the emotional conditions of
the environment. Hence, from brusque expressions of
opinion, assertions charged with affect, attempts to
influence feeling etc., there is an immediate and instinctive
defence, proceeding, of course, from this very fear of the
subject's own emotion, which might again release a rever-
berating impression whose force might overmaster him.
From such sensitiveness time may well develop a
certain melancholy, due to a sense of being shut off from
life. In another place1 "melancholy" is mentioned by
Gross as a special characteristic of this type. In the same
passage he also points out that the realization of the
affective value easily leads to excessive emotional valua-
tion, or to ' taking things too seriously \
The strong relief given in this picture to the inner
processes and the emotional life at once reveals the intro-
vert The description given by Gross is much fuller than
Jordan's outline of the " impassioned type", which must,
however, in its main characters be identical with the type
pictured by Gross.
In Chapter V of his work Gross observes that, within
normal limits both the inferiority types he describes
present physiological differences of individuality. The
shallow extensive or the narrow intensive consciousness
is, therefore, distinctive of the whole character2. Accord-
ing to Gross, the type of extensive consciousness is pre-
ferably practical, because of his quick adaptation to the
environment The inner life does not predominate, since
it has no great part to play in the formation of great idea-
complexes. " They are energetic propagandists for their
own personality, and, on a higher level, they also work
for the great ideas already handed down."8 Gross asserts
1 Gross, Ueberpsychopathologische Minderwertigkeiten.'
* /.£., p. 59-	8 Cf. the similar testimony of Jordan.

